ONE WEEK IN OCTOBER 2010, ~ spent day after day sitting at the long table
inside the special collections reading room in the James C. Jernigan Li-
brary of the Texas A&M University—Kingsville campus. The library lobby
was full of alumni who had returned for reunion weekend. Draped in the
school colors, blue and yellow, the alumni enthusiasm and celebrations
were an odd juxtaposition to the grim records I was reviewing. The staff
of the South Texas Archives graciously brought to me box after box from
unknown rooms. Files included letters, maps of south Texas, nearly 100
photographs and postcards, and seventeen oral histories with local resi-
dents, conducted by students from the university for class credit. On ny
last day in the collections, an archivist asked whether any of the oral his-
tories I had listened to were particularly helpful. One oral history, labeled
“Anonymous no. 237 had caught my attention. The archivist responded
that she did not know about the interview but quickly discouraged me
from giving much credence to the content. If interviewees decided not to

nake their name public at the time of interview, in her opinion, there was
vhigh probabilig

y that the recorded stories might have been tabricated.
The anonymity ¢

this interview, she felt, rendered it unreliable.
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,;11}1‘-,”“; SrAegIes and icarceration, unfortunately, are merely g0
of the f‘l'uml US x‘c(l“’i(’\- ctiorts. Srmt(‘gic’s‘ like Opcmti(m Gat(‘k(‘cpcl_};;rr
example. jnaugurated 1 1994, strategically increased policing ‘lfollq‘[hvr
US=Menico border in California, New Mexico, and Texas iy Ordgr .
funmel would-be nigrants and refugees to the most dangeroys et ofy,
border. the Sonoran Desert. thus deterring them from crossing, Using
desert as deterrent did not work. These efforts did not curb migratioy b
eead had dire humanitarian consequences. According o Us Bordy
Patrol statistics, over the past eighteen years, nearly 7,000 people have died
of hypothermia, drowning, heat exhaustion, or dehydration attempting
cross into the United States.” Anthropologist Jason De Le6n describes th,
federal plan simply as “a killing machine that simultaneously uses and hide
behind the viciousness of the Sonoran Descert. The Border Patrol disguises
the impact of its current enforcement policy by mobilizing a combination
of sterilized discourse, redirected blame, and ‘natural” environmental pro-

cesses that erase evidence of what happens in the most remote parts of
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southern Arizona.”
The fact that hundreds die crossing into the United States every year,

and that this 15 not considered a national crisis, speaks to the dismissal of
immugrant lite by US Americans on a daily basis. The US-Mexico border
1s again littered with bodies, transformed into what De Leédn describes as
“a land of open graves.” Families and friends are returning to the border-
lands to scarch the landscape for the remains of loved ones. Anthrapolo-
gists and immigrant rights groups are helping to document and identify
the dead. And the graves are not limited to Arizona.

In south Texay, too, groves ofmcsquitc trees are again concealing dead
‘bodics. Brooks County, for example, is described as a “death valley™ for
In,llmgmm'” Since 2009, the remains of more than 350 undocumented
migrants have been discovered in the county alone. [n 2014 4 group of ar-

cheologists f; e s .
g15ts from Operation Identitication, a project at Texas State Unner
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dead were likely criminals anyway, that the mere passage of ¢y,
wounds. Answering calls for justice requires remembcring thee €an hey)
the departed. acknowledging the hves lost, and Confronting d‘}ames of
histories of violence. In calling tor redress, descendants are iy, e 1s
of other social luninaries like Mamie Elizabeth Ti“‘MOble Company
Gutiérrez. las Madres de [a Plaza de Mayo, the Safe Women, Stror J(‘nnicet
project. Mothers Against Police Brutality, Justicia Pary NlleStg
and the Missing Migrant Project. r
These calls serve as  reminder: reckoning with the past is inge

with current efforts for social justice and transformation, f, f
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full humanity. We live in a world that needs to be reconstructed, T
ed. The
More

people understand the long consequences of violence, the mq lik
’ e |y ely.
We

will be to intervene against—to denoun i
ce outright—the vj
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that continues today.



